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(The Commission reconvened at 1130) 


OARTIN HAUL FE witness che stand and 
testified as follows 
your right hand 
and repeat this 
I swear by God, the Almighty end Omniscient, 


that I will speak the pure truth and will. withhold and 


add nothing. 


(The witness repeated the oath.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: You may be seated. 


DIREC T EXA MINA oh TO N 
Fanaa halite td Sak eS 


Your name, please? 
Nauffe. 
profession? 


of Cabinet and Administration 


ohenzollern. 
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Your age? 

59. 

nhesidence? 

Sigmeringen. 


Your functions in the Steel Helmet? 


I was Kreisfuehrer, G&aufuehrer, Second 


Landesfuehrer and First Landesfuehrer,. 
Where were you Landesfuehrer? 
In Saxony. 
You were repeatedly imprisoned? 
Yes, three times. 
What were the reasons? 
A Because of the opposition which was agitating 
my Landes Association at my instigation. 
=) Was that the opposition within the Steel 
Telmet? 
A The opposition within the Steel Helmet 
against the NSDAP. 
% Were you a member of the NSDAP, 
of the organizations? 
A Noe 
Q How large were the Steel Helmet in your 
area, or in the entire German Reich at the time of the 
seizure of power? 


A Over a million and a half. 
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) And in your Landes Association? 

A “ighty thousand men. 

COL GRIFFITH-JONES: In what Association? 

THE INTERPRETER: lLandesverband. 

BY DR hSePTSANTELL: Kap’ | 

Q Shortly before the transfer into the SA, what 
organizational structure did the Steel Helmet have? 

A It consisted of the Scharnhort, which in- 
cluded the boys up to fourteen years of age. And the 
Young Steel Helmet, the young men up to twenty-four 
years of age. 

Q Then there was the Kern, -- Colonel Steel 
‘elme t? Those were the old front soldiers? 

COL GRIFFITH-JONES: May we have the German 
term for that? 

INTERPRETER: Yes. “ern Steel Helmet. Those 
were the old front soldiers. 

BY DR ReeageetmnTn Le brady 

The constitution of the »teel Helmet, was 
it a democratic constitution, or based on the leader 
principle? 

A The constitution of the Steel Helmet was 
based on @ democractic comradely principle. 

Q Who had the right of decision in the Steel 


Helmet. Was it the Bundesfuehrer? Or other authority? 


A The right of decision rested with the Bundes- 
agi 
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fuehrer after consultation with the Bundesfasandun, 
which was composed of the 23 Landesfuehrers. 


Q “ho was the Bundesfuehrer after the taking 


over of power? 


A Franz Zelter, and First Lieutenant Doosterbery. 


Was it the Minister of Labor, Franz Zelter? 


Yes, it was the Minister of Labor Franz 


" Had Hitler subordinated the entire Steel 
Helmet under the authority of the Supreme Commander 
of the SA3; and if so, when did he do so? 

A Yes, Hitler subordinated the whole Steel 


Helmet under the authority of the Supreme Commander 


of the SA, and he did so on the 4th of July 1953. 
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Q I'm sorry I was mistaken in my question, What I meant to ask was whether 
Seldte hae already subordinated the whole Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet) to Hitler and 
the Supreme Command of the SA before? 

A, Yes, he did so, and he did so by his speach over the radio on April 27, 
1933, when he declared at the same time his joining the NSDAP, 

Q Who represented the Supreme Command of the SA at that time? 

A, At that time Hitler was tne Supreme Commander of the SA, and his deputy 
commander of the Chief of Staff was Roehm, 

Q Has the Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet) protested against his subordination 
of its organization of the authority of the Supreme Command of the SA? 

A. ¥es, and he protested in a very strong manner, because this sub— 


a 
ordination meant/zm breach of the Bundes Charter. 


Q Wasn't it especially a Bundes leader, Walborn, who has protested by a 


circular letter which has been printed, very strongly against this dictatorial 
measure of subordination? 
fuehrers? 

A, Yes, the circular letter was well known to all the/Landes/teuterx, 

Q Has not Seldte licensed at the same time the second Bundes Leader, 
Duesterberg - that was on April 27, 1933? 

A, In a very indignant manner the second Chief of the Stehlhelm, Duester- 
berg, had been excluded from this organization by Seldte already towards the 
middle of April. 

Q Why was Duesterberg discharged? 

A. Because Duesterberg was considered the center of the opposition within the 
Stahlhelm against the NSDAP, 

Q. Did the fact that Duesterberg was half or quarter a Jew matter in this 
regard? 


A. No, this was not the reason;Buesterberg was highly considered in all the 


ranks of the Stahlhelm, and the Stahlhelm did not promote or sponsor the racial 
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Q Has Hitler, first of all, subordinated to the Supreme Command of tne SA, 
the Stahlhelm youth, and when did he do so? 

A, Yes, Hitler has subordinated the Stahlhelm youth, and I think it was 
the first days of July - maybe on the 4th of July. 

Q Hasn't there been a mistake, because as according to my information, the 
date was the 2lst of June? 

A. Yes, I have been mistaken. I have mixed it up with the Wehrsetahlhelm 
which has been subordinated only in July. 

Q Has not the Scharnhorst organization already in those days been entered 
into the ranks of the Hitler Youth? 

A. Yes, The Scharnhorst organization has been transferred on June 21, to- 
gether with the Stahlhelm youth into the Hitler Youth, 

Q Has the witness not make a mistake there, because the tishtigin tans & 
said to have been on June 21 not yet transferred into the Hitler Youth, but only 
subordinated to the high command of the SA? 

Al I remember now thet Stahlhelm Youth has been transferred into the Hitler 
Youth on the 4th of July, together with the Wehrstahlhelm, 

Q You have said that the Scharnhorst organization was transferred into the 
Hitler Youth already in June, did you not? 

A, Yes, 

Q In what way did this transfer take place? Had those boys been asked? 

A. No, they had not been asked, They were transferred according to orders, 

Q — have said that Hitler's ordering on the 4th of July, the Stahlhelm 

an 


Youth/mx the Wehrstahlhelm to be transferred into the ranks of the SA, is that correct? 


A. The Wehrstahlhelm included the Stahlhelm Youth, and all the Stahlhelm 


members up to the age of 35, 
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Q And was this Wenrstehlhelm now to be transferred into the ranks of the SA? 
A, During the first period the Wehrstahlhelm was to keep up a certain 
autonomy, and keep the liaison to the Bundes by remaining members of the organization, 
Q Till when should the transfer have become active? 
A, The transfer was to be realized as soon and as quickly as possible, but 
at the latest to the beginning of November 1933, 
Q Had actually the transfer of the Wehrstahlhelm in all Germany - in all 
the country - taken place until tne first of November 1933? 
A. Yes, As far as I know tim it had taken place in all the country. 
Q. How had this transfer of the Wehretahlhelm into the SA taken place - 
in wh2t manner? 
A, The members of the Wehrstahlhelm were not asked either, Their transfer 
was according to orders, too, 
Q Do you refer to an order of Hitler or to an executive order by the Chief 
of Staff, Roehn? 
A. This order has been signed OSAF - at that time Hitler was the Supreme 
Commander of the SA, and his executive officer was Roehm, 
Q How had this transfer been realized in your Landesverband Sachsen? 
A, The Wehrstahlhelm organization was taken over by the Gruppenfuehrer of 


the SA, and entered into the ranks of the SA, 


Q Has the Wehrstahlhelm been called up to a roll call for this purpose or 


has the transfer been declared at this roll call? 

A. The transfer has taken place on a definite day - merely by an order, 

Q Could the members of the Wehretahlhelm get away from this transfer which 
was according to an order? 

A, Basically spekking - no, 

Q. Had they been asked at all before the transfer? 


A. No. 





Com, 8, 

Winkler 

ee 0 
a oe H1031 —0009 

Q I now pass on to the transfer of the nucleus of the Stahlhelm (Kernstahl- 
helm). When and in what manner did the transfer of the Kerstahlhelm (nucleus 
of the Stahlhelm) into the SA take place? 

A, TheKernstahlhelm, which was composed of mem from the age of 35 up to the 
age of 45, was transferred into the SA in the category of SA Reserve #1, 

Q Wasn't there before that, in November, an order according to which the 
Reserve #1 of the SA was to be reputed from the Stahlhelm? 

A. Yes, This order was issued, The Reserve #1 of the SA was reputed from 
the Stahlhelm, 

Q. How did matters from develop from now on, Is it correct that already 
in January 1934, the Kernstahlhelm was under the authority of the SA Gruppen- 
fuehrers? 

A, Yes, that is correct, Already on January 25, 1934, the SA Beserve #1 
was subordinate to SA Gruppenfuehrers, Yes, it took place after a meeting of the 

Kaiserhof 
Landesfuehrers in Friedrichsroda; on the next day in the/Xxtuskat in Berlin, 
Hitler notified the Landesfuehrere of the Stahlhelm and the Gruppenfuehrers of 
yurxP? the SA of this eubordination which had taken place, 

Q Did this order eminate from Hitler or whom did it eminate from? 

A. This order has been notified to zu us by Roehm in Srtmirtekrmiz Friedrichsroda; 
as Roehm was the executive officer of Hitler in his capacity of Chief of Staff of 
the SA, the order has been issued by the OSAF, 

Q Has there been an assurance in Friedrichsroda to the effect that the Kerne 
stahlhelm members (nucleus of the Stahlhelm) were to remain within the Reserrs 
#1 of the SA, a compact and autonomous unit? 

A. From thet moment on, the Stahlhelm members warm which were ehtered into 
the ranks of the SA Reserve #1, had to wear the uniform of the SA; however, they 


were allowed to remain members of the old organization, They were to remain a 


compact unit between themselves, and they had traditional insignias of the Stahlhelm, 
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Q. Were they not up to a certéin rank to keep their former leaders? 

A. Yes, 

Q Have these assurances regarding the maintenance of the compact autonomy 
been kept later on? 

A. No, 

Q How haven't tney been respected? 

A, I have already stated that the SA Reserve #1 had to wear the brown uniform, 
Later on, even the membership in the old Bundes was prohibited for the members 


of the SA Reserve #1, 


Q Hasn't this interdiction been cancelled again at a later d= moment? 


A, It has been cancelled once afterwards, but it was practically handled in 
such a way that the members of the SA Reserve #1 simply had to separate from the 
old organization, 

Q Hadn't there been a promise too to the Wenhrstahlhelm at first that they 
could remain within the SA as a compact unit? 

A, Yes, there had been such a promise and the leader of the Wehrstahlhelm 
was former Landesfuehrer Morozowiz, 

Q Wasn't there a promise to both organizations, meaning the Wehrstahlhelm 
and the Kernstahlhelm that once they had entered events of the SA, the NSDAP, SA, 
and SS would not interfere with matters of the concern of their Bund , xamdixtkta 
Suaxrantes 

A, This guarantee was given in a definite order by the OSAF, 

Q And this guarantee was not respected either later on, or was it? 

A, No, it was not respected later, 

Q How and in what manner the transfer of the SA Reserve #1 into the SA 
in your Landesverband Sachsen? 


A, This transfer too has taken place in accordance with orders, The individual 





i 


member has not been asked. It was almost impossible to get avay from this trans- 
fer, because the individual member who wanted to oppose this transfer would have 
had to put up with severe damages in the economical field, or it was even a danger 
to be considered an enemy of the State. Nobody wanted to go over to the SA, 

In their hearts these men remained with the Stahlhelm, and they have kept al- 

ways their liaison to the old organization. 

Q On the basis of what ideas or with what ideas did these members of the 
Stahlhelm now enter the SA? 

A. They imagined that even in the SA they would remain a compact unit 
under their old leaders, Furthermore they had another connection with the old 
organization, and that was the membership which was allowed. They believed too 
that they could spread out the xitegkm ideology of the Stahlhelm in the ranks of 
the SA, Finally they had the idea that one day or the other to get with the 
old organization and the Wehretahlhelm, they should be able to overthrow the 
regime, 

Q Do you mean to imply by this that the members of both the Wehrstahlhelm 
and Kernstahlhelm who now joined the SA were and reamined in opposition to the 
BSXEEX NSDAP? 

A. Yes, 

Q Is it correct that a huge number of members of all parties,of free 
masons, of Jews, of left-wing radicals, had joined the ranks of the Stahlhelm 
since 1933? 

4. The Stahlhelm had a negative position as far as the Party system was cone 
cerned, They expected from their members decent and patriotic conviction, He 
asked for social spirit and comradeship, and every German who carried in himself 
this spirit was acceptable to them - whatever party he may have belonged to, 


and, therefore, it is actually through thexmemberexefxakixtus that that members 


| D 
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of ell the parties and free masons too had joined the Stahlhelm, 

Q For what reason in 1933, did all these mem join the Stahlhelm? 

A. The increasing number of new members coming into the Stahlhelm was very 
strong after the takinv over by the Party. At that time every German had to make 
up his mind what organization he was to join, and all those who saw it a 
fact for the Reich in the National Socialist Party joined the Stahlhelm, 

Q Up to the very end mf hve the members of the Stahlhelm felt as SA 
men, or as foreign adherence of the SA and as opponents? 

A. They always have considered themselves as members of the opposition, 
and their material grounds remained with the old Stahlnelm, 

Q. What was the position the SA and the NSDAP took towards the newly trans- 
ferred Stanlhelm members? 

A, The SA and the Party did not trust any of the newly entered Stahlhelm 
members, and considered them in opposition, 

Q Have you knowledge that after the dissolution of the Stahlhelm towards 
the end of 1938, the National Socialist press expressed the conviction in many 
articles that these transferred Stahlhelm members were not SA men and would 
never become National Socialists? 

A, Yes, in the National Socialist press, the point was stressed again and 
again that tnese transferred Stahlhelm members were to be considered a secret 
oppo sition, 

Q Are you aware that as early as 1933, there have been Many arrests and 
seizures to Steahlhelm members and organizations on the grounds of Anti-National 
Socialistic convictions? 

A, Yes, In connection with the increasing number of new members, there 
nas been many arrests as early as 1933, For instance, in the Landesverband of 


Sachsen in 1933, the whole staff has been arrested, especially the events in 


/| 
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xamunienxitg Braunsdeweig were very striking, In Sraunsdeweig too one day the 
whole Landesverband and many members of tne Stahlhelm were arrested, 

Q And you say the wnole Landesverband = do you mean all the members of the 
Landesverband? 

A, In tnis case the term Landesverband means the directors of the Landes- 
verband, 

Q Had in 1933 many Landesfuenrers or fuehrers of the Landesverband been 
arrested for that reason? 

A, At the present moment I can recail only the grrest of the Landesverband 
of Baden, Dr. Wenzel, and the Landesverbandfuehrer of Braunsdeweig, I myself 
have emcaped arrest that day because on the day when the whole staff of my Landese 
verband was arrested, I was in Berlin, 

MR. RASEMOV: Who gave the order of the arrest ? 

A, Tne arrests were actually made by the SA men in Sachsen, It is highly 
probable that the ordem for the arrests were issued by the Supreme deainadl of the 
SA in Sachsen, who at that time was SA Gruppenfuehrer Heim or elee by the Gestapo, 
I stress this point especially, because I can give quite correct really the case 
where a comrade from the Stahlhelm has been deported to the concentration camp 


Hohenheim by the order of the SA Gruppenfuehrer Heim, 


Colle 
4 4 ,» v Q, (But if I understand you right, generally these orders have eminated from 


V the Gestapo? 
A. Yes, 
Q In their capacity ae administration office? 
A, Yes, 
Q As for yourself, you have not gone over to the SA, have you? 
A, No. 


Q. How can you explain that? 
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A. I myself, as I was over 35 was free in my decision, Furthermore I wanted 
to be an example for my comrades and to keep them back, and I wanted to be an 
example for the opposition, because from a deep conviction I never could 
approve of the aims of the Party, 

Q Wasn't thet, too, the conviction of all the other members of the Stahle 
helm in your Landesverband? 

A. Yes, in this period many comrades of mine came to see me and asked me, 
‘What shall I dof", but I could not say to these men - 'Don't go to the SA', 
because I was well aware of the economic pressure and what terror they might 
have to face if they didn't go over, Neverthelessmany many of my comrades have 
not joined the SA, and especially such members of the Stahlhelm as were already 
34 or 35, which constitutes the age limit for the transfer, 

Q There has been later on a second wave of arrests in 1935. Do you have 
any knowledge of that? 

A, This second wave of arrests in 1935 covered the whole Reich, 

Q What was the reason of these arrests and seizures? 

A. It was the old reason - the Party saw in the Stehlhelm opponents, 

Q Have you any knowledge that members of the Stahlhelm, which were transferred 
into the SA, have taken part or approved of crimes agim against peace, of war 
crimes, or of crimes against humanity? 

4, I have no knowledge of one single case, Such conduct would have been 
altogether in opposition with the whole ideology of the Stahlhelm, 

Q What was the position of the Stahlhelm - that is of the Stahlhelm which 


had been transferred into the SA, with regard to the problem of War? 


A, The slogen of the old members of the Stahlhelm was "We know war, and 


that is why we hate it," 
Q What was the position of the Stahlhelm with regard to the Treaty of 


Versailles? 
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A, The Stahlhelm considered the Versaille Treaty as a very strong pressure, 
because they loved their country and their people. More than everything else 
they tried by legel means to bring about a revision of the Treaty; therefore, 
they sought the contact with the ex-servicemen of other nations who had formerly 
taken part in the War, and they believed that by brining about a contact between 
allthe ex-servicemen of all the people in the world, an understanding between 
the people could be established and by those means the heavy burden of the Ver- 
sailles Treaty might be levied, 

Q Have the Stehlhelm themselves made petitions during the year of 1933, 
and the years after with the ex-servicemen of those other countries, and have 
they received such petitions? 

A, Yes, There has been an exchange of ideas. In my Gau Sachsen in 1934, 
the President of the American Ex-Servicemen's Association - the American Legion - 
Fred Schroter had come for eight days, I myself went to Hungary as deputy for 
the Stahlhelm in 1934, There again this idea of uniting of all the ex-servicemen 
of the War was taken up. English ex-servicemen were in Berlin; German ex-service~ 
men went to Paris, As far as I remember the liaison with Italy too was esteblished, 

Q. What wes the position of the Stehlhelm members with rezard to the question 
of militarism? 

A, The Stahlhelm has always rejected militarism, They only wanted that the 
virtues of the soldier as considered and respected everywhere, such as social 
feeling, good conduct, comredeship and patriotism, became an aim of the German 
Youth, 

Q Have you knowbedge of the fact that the Supreme Command of the Stahlhelm 
had expressly forbid and prohibited and provided punishment for exercises of 
merely military character as executed by units of the Landesverband? 


A. Yes, for this purpose there was a definite order by the Bu Sundesfuehrer, 


Gg 


/ 
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Q Now, you have told us many things with regard to the ideology and the 
activities of those Stahlhelm men as had entered the ranks of the SA, Now how 
can you yourself give a judgment in this regard, as you yourself have not 
entered tne ranks of the SA? 

A, We have kept up a permanent contact with those ex-Stahlhelm men that 
had entered the SA as well as the Wehrstahlhelm members, and the members of the 
Stahlhelm Youth have always come back to us and expressed their longing for the 
organization. The boys from the Scnarnhoret organization too have come back to 
us again and again and have expressed their longing to come back to the old 
organization, It was quite interesting to note how the fine instincts of those 
youths rejected what they were o: fered with the Hitler Youth, 

Q Wasn't it correct too that members of the Karnstahlhelm which had been 


transferred into the SA remained automatically members of the Stahlhelm? 


A. Yes, There was a definite promise by the OSAF that these former members 


of the Stahlhelm might remain members of the organization, These members of the 
Steblhelm attended the meetings of the oldorganizations, and that is why we were 
elways well aware of their feelings and their opinions, 

Q I have now asked the question, first of all, in what manner the transfer 
of the Stahlhelm into the SA took place - and the witness has answered these 
questions, The witness has testified that in general in 1934, the entire 
Karnstahlhelm was transferred into the SA, and that, I think it was on the 23rd 
of January 1934, the Chief of Steff Roehm reported to Hitler in tne Kaiserhof 
in Berlin that the Stahlhelm was transferred into the SA, Is it your opinion 
now, witness, that on the grounds of the executive orders by the Chief of Staff 
Roehm and by Seldte, there has been an actual going over into the SA? 

A, Formerly, this transfer of the members of the Karnstahlhelm - aged from 
35 to 45, because only these were to be members of the SA Reserve #1 - has teken 


place outwardly. 
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Q May I insert something here, It shall be very difficult and interesting 
legel question whether these transfers which have been made on the grounds of 
official orders are transfers on the ground of official orders in tne sense of 
the decision of this Tribunal of March 13, I do not intend to label the point, 
It is a legal question which is up to the decision of the Court. If one is to 
take a viewpoint that tne members of the Stahlhelm were automatically trans- 
ferred by these orders,im In that case the question whether they mizht have 
got away without the transfer would not be relevant, In that case the only 
question that might be relevant would be whether they had a chance to xumiug 
resign from the SA after the transfer, Therefore, I want to ask a few more 
short questions from the witness, Wes it possible for the transferred Stahl- 
helm members to resign from the SA? 
They 
A. Only in very few single cases, /2mmrm were cases of illness or to 
too much work in their profession 
Q Were there any legel regulations as to these cases? 
A, As far as I remember this question of resigning from the SA has been 
properly dealt with in the booklet "The SA," 
Q Could one make an application for resicnation from the SA? 
A, There was a possibility to apply for discharge from the SA, but only 
in very few cases were these applications grented, Apart from tnese few cases, 
it was practic,lly impossible to get out of the SA or SA Reserve #1, by means 
of an application, He who applied for discharge had to expect to be expelled 
from the SA, The application for discharge was considered as a sabotage, and 
once expelled, the man would be considered practically an ememy of the State, 


Q Is it correct that the members of the Stahlhelm, if they resigned from 


the SA, were especially observed and watched, because of the position the Party 


took with regard to the former Stahlhlem members? 
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A, Yes, the members who had left the SA had to face police observation 
and constant danger of arrest, and for instance, umm a small business man 
had to expect to be boycotted. Since 1933, the Stahlhelm was so closely 
watched that, for instance, all telephone calls from the Landesverband were 
checked, 

Q. Have you knoweldge of any cases in which members of the Stahlhelm, who 
had not joined or later on left the SA, were arrested or boycotted? 

A. Yes, I have knowledge of such cases, 


Q@ May I then ask one more question? I have to explain it before in a few 


words, In the proceedings from February 28 until March 2, prosecution has stated 
charged 
tnat the SA Reserve should be exempted from the declaration of criminal ity/shagsd 


against the SA, Now it is exactly into this SA Reserve that the Kurmxks 
Kernstehlhelm has been transferred in 1934, Therefore, if the Kernstahlhelm 
remained 
nas/xmamtust until the very end in this SA Reserve, in that case tne Kernstahlhelm 
should have been excluded from the declaration of the criminality in compliance 
with the statement of the prammetmtsz prosecution, Now, it is a fact that 
in amy many a district these reserve formations to which the former Kernsetahlhelm 
men belonged have continued to exist until the very end of the War, In other 
districts, however, in later years these reserve formations have been dissolved 
by mere accident, The question refers to these facts. Do you know that the 
reserve formetions into which the itukkits Stahlhelm members had been transferred 
have continued to exist in some districts, and have been dissolved in others, and 
why have then been dissolved in these districts? 
A, The maintenance and existence of the SA Reserve formation, as a compact 
unit, depended on the number of members which were at their disposal, If only 
a small number of former Kernstahlhelm members had <u been transferred into the 


SA Reserve #1, this SA Reserve ceased to exist, because there were not sufficiant 


members, Then they have been transferred into the active SA, 
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Q This was different in a different district? 

A. Yes, according to the circumstances - according to the force — number 
of members, 

Q. Rkaixit Would it then, according to your opinion, be right to make a 
difference between one district or tne otner? 

A, No, 

Q My last question. It might be taken into consideration to exclude from 
the declaration of criminality certain lower ranks, Did the Stahlhelm members, 
when they were transferred into tne SA, conserve tneir former ranks or did they 
receive lower commissions, 

A, Generally they received a commission which was one or two degrees lower 
than the commission they held before when tney were in the Stahlhelm, 

Q. What happened and whet was the matter with those Stahlhelm which had or 
received in the SA a high rank or even the highest rank? 

A, Those were either men who had accepted the ideology of the National 
Socialist Party, or there may have been some of them who had joined the National 
Socialist Party for reason of idealism, and now wanted to keep the members of 
the Stahlhelm which had been transferred into the Party, 

Q Did the Stahlhelm members not receive a higher rank, too, which meant only 
distinction = official rank - with the service office connected with it? 


4. Such promotions have happened, but they were merely honorary promotions, 


Q. Is it correct that the higher ranks in the SA, upwards, from the brigade 


fuehrer, were held only by the old members of the SA? 
A, I have no knowledge of any kind of Stahlhelm members being promoted to 
a higher rank than brigadefuehrer, There is only one exception, and that exception 
is the leader Obergruppenfuehrer Juettner, Chief of the Supreme Command of the SA, 
DR. KLEFISCH: No more questions, 


MR, RASUMOV: I think we'll recess until tomorrow - it is now 4:55. 
ADJOURNED: 1655, 
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16 July 1946 


Raswiov. 


THE STESL HiLMeT S&é 


(The Commission reconvened at 1130). 


MARTIN HAUFFE, & witness, tock the stand and testifiec as follows; 


mrp 


THe: COMMISSIONER: Raise your right hanc please, and repeat this oath 


swear by God, the Almight and Omniscicnt, that I will speak the 
pure truth and will withhold anc adc nothing. 
witness repeated the o2tt 
THE CO.MISSIONER: You may be seat 
DIRECT Exiii 
BY DR. KLUFISCH: 
Hour nue, 


léartin Hauffe, 


Residence? 
Sigmiringen. 
- Your functions in the Stvel Helmet? 
I was sreisfuhrer, Gaufuhrer, Second Landsfuhrer, and First Lends- 


fuhrer. 


*. 


y. Where wave you Lancesfuhrer? 


In Saxony. 
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You were repeatedly imprisoned? 
Yes, three times, 
What warc the reasons? 
Because cf the opposition which wis agiteting my Iandes Asso- 


at ny instigrti: n. 


las thet the oppositiin within the Steel Helnct? 


The opposition within the Steel H.Lxt against the WSaP. 


Were you a maiber of the NSDAP, or ome of the a faniz tions? 


How larse were the 3tcel Helmet in yo ‘rec, or in the entire 
Reich at the time cf the seizure 
Over @ miliicn «nda half, 
in your Laates association? 
Eichty thousamid men, 
COL. GRIFFITH JONSS In what Association? 
ndesverband, 
KLEFISCH: 
Shertiy buffore the transfer into the Si, what organizational 
Helmet have? 
1@ Scharnhort, which includ the boys up to 


Pa) 


fairtcen years of ace. and the Young St el Helnct » the young men up 
to twonty-four years of agce 

. Thon there was the Kern, -= Colonel Stecl Hol amet? These were 
the old front solciers? 

JONES: May we have the German torm for hat? 
Kern Stecl Helmet. Those were the old front 

solciers, 
BY DR. KLEFISCH: 

9. The c nstitution of the Stecl Helmet, was 4% a democratic cm- 
stitution, or based on the leader princni.ple? 

The constitution of the Stcel Helmet was Faseda on a democratic 

conradely principle, 
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Who had the right of duecisicwn in the Steel Helmet? ‘Jas it the 


16 July-3- CijBiclsi. 


Bundesfuhrere? Or other authority? 

The right of decision rested with the Buncesfuhror after con- 
Sultation with the Bundesfasandun, which was compled of the 23 Landes= 
fuhrers. 

Who was the Bundesfuhrer after the taking over of powcr? 

Franz Zcltcr, and First Licutenant Doostcrbery, 

the lfinister of Labor, Franz Zoltar? 

Ucs, it was the linister of Labor Franz Zelter. 

Had Hitler subordinated the whole Stecl Heluaect under the autho-= 
rity of the Suprene Cammander of the S43; and if so, when did he do so? 


fR. Yes, Hitler subordinated the whole Ste Holmet under the autho= 


rity of the Supreme Comasnder of the SA, and he cid so on the Ath of July 


Iwas iistaken in my question. What I meant to ask was 
clready subordinated the whole Stahlhem (Stecl Helmct) +t 
Supreme Cauamanc of the S54 before? 
and he did so } S pspcech over the radio on 
same time his joining the NSDAP. 
> representec the Supruue Command of the Sa at that time? 
net tinc Hitler was the Suprauc Commander of the SA, and his 
deputy comuancur of the Chicf of Staff was Rochm, 
Has the Stahlhen (Stec aet) protested against his subordinetion 
orgenization of the authority of the Supreme Command of the SA? 
very trong manner, beéause this sub= 
peach of the Bundes Charter, 
it especially «2 Bundes leaccr, Yelbron, who has protested 
circulor letter which has been printed, very strongly ageinst 
torial measure of subordinstion? 
Sy the circuler letter was well known to 2l1 the Lndesfuhrers, 
t Seldte licensed at the saac time the sccond Bundes Leacer, 


Dusterberg e that was on April 27, 19337 
272), 
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ae In avery incignant manner, the second Chicf of the StahLhen, 
Duesterberg, had been oxcluded from this organiz tion by Seldte already, 
towarcs the midule of april. 


Q. “hy wos Duesterberg cischorgec? 


. 


f 


Beenuse Duestcrbers was cunsidcred the center of the oppositin 
within the Stahlhelm against the NSDAP, 

.. Did the foct that Duesterberg was half cr quarter a Jew matter 

in this regard? 

ise Noy, this was not the reason; Ducstorberg was highly onsicerec 
in all the ranks of the Stahlheml, anc the Stahlhela did not prom.te or 
sponsor the racial thecries, 

}. Had Hitler, first of all, subordinctec to the Supremem Command 
of the Si, the Stahlh lm youth, and when dic he do so? 

4. Yes, Hitler had subordinatec the Stahlhcla youth, end I think 
it wes the first days of July - maybe on the 4th of July. 

9. Hasntt there been a mistake, because as accorcing to my infor- 
mation, the date was the 2lst -f Junc? 

A. Yes, I have becn mistekm, I have mixed it up with the \ichrstahl- 
helm which had been sib orcinsted only in July. 

Q. Had not the Schanhorst organization slreacy in those days been 
neterec into the ranks of the Hitler Houth? 

Ae Yes, The Scharnhorst orgeni gation hed been transferred on June 
21, together with the Stahlhclm ymth into the Hitler Houth. 

&. Has the witness not made a mistake there? Because the Stahlheln 
yath is dais to have been on June 21, not yct transforred into the Hitler 
Youth, but only subordinated tothe high command of the S..? 

Ae I romenber now that Stahlhelm Youth had been transferred into the 
Hitler Houth on the 4th of July, together with the ichrstahlheln, 

\. Hou have said that the Scharnhorst organizction was transferred 
into the Hitler Youth already in June, cid ho not? 

Yes, 
In what way did this transfer take place? Had those boys been 


asked? 
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&.e No, they had not been asked, They were transferred -c cording to 


orcers. 

Q. You have said that Hitler's orcering on the 4th of July, the 
StahLhelm Youth anc the Wehrstahlhelm to be transferred into the ranks 
of the Si, is that corrcct? 


A. The Wehrstahlhelma includec the Stahlhelm Houth, and all the 


StahLhelm nembers up to the ac of 35. 
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4 I, myself, as I was over 35, was free in my decisions Furthermore 
I wanted to be an example for my comrades and to keep them back, and I wmted 
to be an example for the opposition, because from a deep conviction I never 
could approve of the aims of the Party. 

Q Wasn't that, too, the convictim of all the other members of the 
Stahlhelm in your Landesverbanc? 

A Ws, in this period mmy comrades of mine came to see m and asked m, 
Mhat shall I dot, but I could not say to these men = 'Den't coto the SA’, 
because I was well aware of the economic pressure and what terror they might 


have to face if they ‘ gO over, Nevertheless many of my comrddes have not 


joined the SA, and especially such members of the Stahlhelm as were already 3 


or 35, which constitutes the aze 
been later on a scecnd wave of arrests in 1935e Do you 
have any knowledge of that? 

A This second wave of arrests in 1935 covered the whole Reich. 

Q What was the reason of these arrests and seizures? 

A Jt was the old reason -- the Party saw in the Stahlhelm opponents. 

Q Have you any Inowledse that members of the Stahlhelm, vhich were 
transferred into the SA, have taken part or approved of crimes against peace, 
of war crimes, or of crimes against humanity? 

25@e Such conduct would have been 
ideolorsy of the Stahlheln. 
What yas the position of the Stahlhelm -~ that is 
which had bex ansferred into the SA, with regard to the problem of war? 

A The slog of 1 old members of the Stahlhelm was "Ye know war, and 

that is why we hate it. 


Q What was the pc ion of the Stahlhelm with regard tothe Treaty of 


Stahlhelm considered tue Versailles Treaty as a very strong 
pressure, because they loved their country aid their peoplee More than every thing 
else they tried by legal means to bring about a revision of the Treaty; 

they sought the contact with the exservicemen of other nations who 
| formerly taken part in the War, and they believed that by bringing about 


a contact between all the ex-servicemen of all the people in the world, an 
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uncevstanding between the people could be established ahd by those means 


heavy burden of the Versailles Teerty + be levied 
“ Have the Stahlhelm themselves mad petitions during the year of 1933, 
after with the cxservicemen of those cther countries, and have 
such petitions? 
Yese There has been an exchange of idease In my Gau Sachsen in 
President of the American Ex-Servicemen's Association -« the American 
Fred Sehroter had come for eight days, I myself went to Hungary as 
deputy for theStahlheln in 193. There again this idea of uniting of all the 
ex-servicemen of the War was taken Upe Englibh exservicemen wore in Berlin; 
German 0 x-servicenen went to Perlis. is far as I can remember the liaison with 
Italy too was estab] 
Q What y e position of the Stahlhelm members with resard to the 
questior 
scted militarism. They only wanted that 
the virtues of the soldicr as cor isiderec snd resnected everywhere, such as 
Social foclince, cood emduct comradeship and patriotism, became an dm of the 
German Youth. 
lnowledce of e fact that the Suprene Command of the Sth le 
expressly forbid and prohibited and provided punishment for exercises 
mllitary character as executed by units of the Landesverhand? 
for this purpose there was a definite ord by the Bundesfuehrer. 
have told us many things with era > the ideology and the 
ivitics of those Stahlhelm mer nad entered the ranks of the §S; Now how 
you yourself give coment in this regard, as you yourself have 


Satin 
Panis 


well as the Wehrstehlhelm member 
always come back to us and expressed their longings for the 
Scharnhorst orranization too have cone back 
expressed their longing to cone back to the 
quite interestihg to note how the fine instincts of 


jected what they were offered with the Hitler Youth. 
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Q Wasn't it correct too that rombers of the Karnstahlhelnm which had 
been tronsferred inte the SA remained automatically members of the Stahlhelm? 
A Yes. There was a cefinite promise by the OSAF that these former 
members of the Stahlhelm micht remain members of the organizatione These members 
of the Stahlhelm attended the mectinzs of the old organizations, and that is 
why we were always well aware of their feelings and their opinions. 
Q I have now asked the question, first of all, in what manrer the 
of the Stahlhelm into the Si took pl: -- anc the witness has 
The witness has testified that in cencral in 
ire Karnstahlheln was transferred into the SA, and that, I think 
on the 23rd of January 193), the Grief of Staff Roehm reported to Hitler in 


the Kaiserhof in Berlin that the Stahlhelm was transferred inte the SAe Is it 


your opinion now, witness, that on the crounds of the executive orders by 


the Chief of Staff Roehm and by Scld tte, there has heen an actual coing over 
into the SA? 
Formerly, this transfer of the members of the Karnstahlhein — ared 
iS, becavse only these ue be memb f the SI! 
outwardly 
I insert something here? It shall be very difficult and 
r these transfers which have 


ae oh, ae : Pear (pom 
n the crounds 


the Court. If 
is to take a vicwpoint that the members of the Stahlhelm were automatical ly 
transferred by these order In that case the questicn whether they mirht 
neve cot away without the transfor would not be relevant. In that case the 
stion that mic! x: Levent would be whether they had a chance to 
SA after the tronsfe Therefore, 1 want to ask a few more 
from the witnesse Was it possible for the transferred Stahl- 
resicn from 
Only in very few single cs° They were cases of illness or to too 
in their professione 
al regulations as to these 
As far as I remember this question of resipcning 
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ecalt with in the booklet "The 
Could one make om application : esicnation from the SA? 
here was a possibility to apply for discharge from the Si, but only 
very few cases were these app ’*e7t+* _+ sranted. Apart from these few CASCS, 
was procticaliy impossibhe to get out of the SA or SA Reserve #1, by means 
an applications He who a plied for discharze had toe xpect to be e xpelled 
from the Ske The application for discharse was considered as a sabo 
and cnee expelled, the man would be considered practically m en neny of the Statee 
Q Is it correct that the members of the Stahlheln, if they resi:-ned 
from the SA , were especially observed and watched use of the position the 
Party took with regard to the former Stahlhelm ne 
members who had left the SA had to face police observation 
of arrest, and for instance sr business man had to 
y watched that, 
all telephone calls from the Aesverband were checkeds 
ve you knowlecse of ey cases in which members of the Stahlheln, 
a ob boycotted? 
eg 


CSe 


Nay I then ask cne more question? I have to explain it before in 


In the proceedinss from February 2 until lech 2, prosecution 


that the SA Reserve should be exemptex m the ceclaration of 
crimiyality charged azainst the Si, Now it is exo .ctly into this SA Reserve 
that the Kernstahlhelm has been transferred in 193) Therefore, if the 


o 


renained until the very end in this SA Rescrve, in thot case 
the Kernstsch lhe hould have been exc 1 the declaration of the 
eriminali*vy in eormliance with the statement of the pro jione Now, it is a 


fact thet i: ny a district these rescrve fomaticons to which the former 


Kornstehihelm men 


the Stahlheln meibers had been 
exist in some districts, and have been dissolved 
others, and why have they been Ciscouved in these 


maintenance and existence of the SA Reserve formation, as a compact 
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unit, depended on the number of members vhich were at their disposale If only 
a small number of former Kernstahlhelm nembers hac heen transferred into the SA 
il, this SA Reserve ceased to oxist, because there were not sufficient 
Then they have been transferred into the active SA. 
This was different in a different district? 


Yes,according to the circumstances -- accordinr to the force -= nunber 


ila it then, according bo yovr opinion, | ight to make a 


roen one district or the other? 


last qestione It nicht be tak » consideration to exclude 


from the declaration of criminality certain lower ranks. Did the Stahlheln 


> 


sme LS, when they were transferred into the SA, conserve their former rank 
did they receive lower cormiss 
rally they received omission which was one or two derrees 
lower than the commission they held befo when they were in the Stahlheln. 
Q What happened and what was the matter with those Stahlhelm which 
had or received in the SA a hich rmk or even the hichest rank? 


mm, 


Those were cither men who had accepted the ideolory of the National 


and now wanted to ke 


d into the Party. 


fal 


Stahlhelm nenbers vc receive a higher rank, too, which meant 
official rank -- with the service office connected with it? 


is 


Such promotions have happened, but they were merely honorary 


n 
pronoti 
correct that the hisher ranks in the SA, upwards, from the 
brigade fuehrer, were held only by the old menbers of the SA? 
sige of any Icind of Stahlhelm nembers being promoted 


raik than brigacefuehror, There is only one exception, and that 


leader Obergruppenfuehrer Juettner, Chief of the Supreme 
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iMe RASUMIOVs I think we'll recess until tomorrow <= 


a — 2 tet 
ADJOUPIMD: 1 °°5, 


foregoing is a truc and correct transcrint of the testimony 


of IuRTIN HAUFFE, taken on 16 July 196, 


ne a ee 
Reporter 


DPPNTOR WINTTE 
DLN LOG vi INKIER 
1. ne eee mee = ecw ren eon —eenneneetnawaeerenaees 


Reporter 


CERTIFIED 70 
Ved Ld ate —“e 





